Flawed People Show Us Faith

July 2, 2023 Pastor Mark Turner
Hebrews 11:32-40 Oakbrook Community Church (PCA)
Intro:

« Theme of Hebrews: Jesus is Better! He brought a better covenant!
e« Chp 11 not a moralistic be like these guys but rather a see what
their faith was in... the God’ promises, the Gospel fulfilled - Jesus.
Those listed are not all persons of valor

We're not to lose heart'®***° in trials but realize faith is the key!
Pastor seems to want to tell us more, time would fail me...

Spirit has given us what we need in His Holy Word! Jn*!?®> Heb**?

More Achievements By Faith 32

«  Gideon’9¢:118:3> - tore down pagan altars; raised 32K army but
fought with only 300 against Midianites

« Barak’¢* - defeated Canaanites who had superior technology

+  Samson’93'® - many spectacular moments in life; killed many and
destroyed the temple of Dagon.

« Jepthah’9'*1127 _ 3 rejected man who rescued his people from
Ammonite oppression.

« David'®'*'*? - a man after God’s own heart, life full of glorious
achievements... defeated Goliath; great King of Israel

« Samuel**®™ - Raised by God to bring about revival of the whole
nation of Israel; faithful prophet

Faith despite Imperfections 32

o Gideon’®®1#:3 _ courage was often uncertain; worked in dead of
night; asked for multiple confirmations from God

« Barak’* - refused to battle unless Deborah accompanied him

+  Samson’9'3'® — not family safe - womanizer; lust of eyes;
covenant breaker

o Jepthah’'*:*'27 — when rejected, took up with outlaws’®*':?; |ater
made a rash vow which cost him his daughter.

« David'**® %2 - home life and his passions caused great trouble;
adulterer; murderer... but always a Gospel hope™*3?

« Samuel***™! - didn’t manage his sons well

The Sufferings of Faith 32-40

« We can guess many ‘unnamed’... Daniel; Shadrach...

« Not attractive things: torture; etc.

« We tend to think of the will of God as something we do

e The will of God sometimes is something we must bear for
His glory in this fallen world?rt2:7-10

« God’s ways are not our ways'®**®°, but remember God’s
ways are for His purposes not our comfort

« We must exercise faith in His grace and mercy

« We have Jesus - the promise of God fulfilled unlike the
saints of the OT: rest in faith in Jesus’ work on your behalf!

2Cor12:9
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